
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on Thursday, 25th July 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Pat O’Toole.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Colm Murray, 


and Paul Ross.
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer. 
APOLOGIES:

Councillors Mark Casey and Gerard Farrell.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne. Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 14th March 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 14th March 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 17th June 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Community Grant Support Scheme.

L. Higgins informed the members that a representative from Colehill Clubhouse has informed the Council that they wish to cancel their approved grant aid of 750.00.

Derrahaun Development Association.
Allocation of €750.00 on hold, pending receipt of application. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
None. 
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Electric Car Charging Infrastructure.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor P. Ross –

"That Longford County Council takes the opportunity to install electric car charging infrastructure along with gas installation works in Ballymahon to facilitate on-street charging facilities as it is rolled out.  Also, in Edgeworthstown as road works are being carried out."

P. Newell stated that this Notice of Motion will require some detailed examination to see what ducting infrastructure is required, its location in the footpath/street and the costing.  

B. Heslin also confirmed that the provision of electric car charging infrastructure will also be considered by the Regeneration Team when new or upgrade works are being provided at car parks. 
Junction – Ardagh R393 and L1098

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor P. Ross  –

"That Longford County Council carries out works at the junction – Ardagh R393 and L1098 (moor), in the interests of road safety."

A low-cost safety scheme will be applied for at this location. 
Contact will be made with the property owner to ascertain if it is in order for the Council to cut the hedge, in the interim.

Speed Ramps.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross, in the absence of

Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill  –

“That Longford County Council reviews their position on speed ramps in built up areas”
This Motion will be referred to the Infrastructure SPC to ascertain if there is a change proposed to the existing policy.  The existing traffic calming policy sets out the steps for traffic calming measures including ramps.  

It was agreed that two aspects of Councillor Farrell’s Motion will need to be considered by the SPC – traffic calming in housing estates and traffic calming in built up areas.
Funding for Roads in Housing Estates.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross, in the absence of

Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor C. Murray  –

“That Longford County Council looks for immediate funding for roads in Council Housing estates.”

Roads in Council Housing Estates have a road number and are on the road schedule.  Therefore, the Elected Members could decide that they be included on the multi- annual Roads Programme for restoration or maintenance.  Another option, which could be considered by the Elected Members, would be to ring fence funding for the works through the Municipal District Special Projects or General Municipal Allocation funding.  This option could be considered further at the GMA meeting.
Junction  - Ballymulvey Road /Newcastle Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  P. O’Toole –

“That a Low Cost Safety Scheme be applied for at the junction of the Ballymulvey Road onto the Newcastle Road in Ballymahon to improve the sightlines on this junction.”
This issue will be addressed as part of the works to be undertaken under the Newcastle Road Traffic Calming Part 8. 
The following two Notices of Motions were taken together -

Car Parking in St. Matthew’s Park, Ballymahon.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  P. O’Toole  –

“That additional car parking spaces be provided for in St. Matthews Park, Ballymahon particularly on the east side of the estate.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor P. Ross  -
“I call on Longford County Council to provide additional car parking spaces in St. Matthew's Park Ballymahon, specifically in front of house numbers 32 to 37 and to the right of No. 40 where there is green space available, also to mark out a clearway in front of St. Anne's Terrace to allow residents vehicle access from Main Street.”
P. Newell confirmed that there are no funding options at the moment to widen and provide car parking spaces.  An option, which could be considered by the Elected Members, would be to provide funding under Municipal District Special Projects or General Municipal Allocation.  This option could be considered further at the GMA meeting.
Councillor C. Murray suggested that this issue be considered in the context of the allocation of the 2020 GMA Budget.
Footpaths in Ardagh.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross  and seconded by 

Councillor C. Murray                  –

“That new footpaths be installed in Ardagh from the School down to the Heritage Centre as the current path is not fit for purpose and pose a trip hazard.”
No funding is available for footpath upgrades in 2019.  An option would be for the Community and the School to make a joint application under CLAR funding.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a letter be forwarded to Minister Shane Ross requesting that specific funding be provided as part of the annual Road Grants for footpath repairs. 
Newcastle Bridge.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill –

“That Longford County Council considers setting aside a number of hours each week for a clean-up at Newcastle Bridge amenity area which is used extensively by walkers, cyclists, canoeists and is becoming popular as a picnic area.”

Paul confirmed that the Council will monitor the litter in the carpark on a weekly basis.
Affordable Housing in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill –

“That Longford County Council as a matter of urgency seek a site in close proximity to Ballymahon Town to build a small estate of affordable houses

i.e. 20/25 with a mix of 2, 3 and 4 bed with appropriate green space etc.”
This Motion will be forwarded to the Housing Section for consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE – circulated.
Correspondence received from Irish Rail regarding the car park at Edgeworthstown Railway Station was noted.
Committee Meeting.

It was agreed that a Committee Meeting be held on Thursday, 26th September 2019 commencing at 3.30 p.m. to consider outstanding applications under the Community Grant Support Scheme 2019.  Members requested to submit applications before the 17th September 2019.  
The members were also asked to request Community Groups that have completed their projects/held their events to draw down their allocated grant for 2019 by the end of October.  It was also noted that a number of groups had yet to draw down their 2018 allocations.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: __________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
26th September 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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